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FROM THE GRAND KNIGHT 
Vivat Jesus 
 
Dear Brother Knights. 
 
   The month of January was an eventful one for St. Lawrence 
Council.  We hosted a Major Degree ceremony on Saturday, January 
23rd, where the following gentlemen were initiated into the second 
and third degree:  Scott Morgan, John Gascowski, Brandon Laprise, 
and Joe Donato.  Please join me in congratulating our brother 
Knights for this achievement.  Thank you to everyone who attended 
in support of our candidates and to everyone who contributed to 
making this event a success, especially our Brisket Bunch and the 
Degree team. 
    
   Thanks to everyone who set-up, cooked, cleaned, and attended 
our January breakfast in support of the vocations scholarship fund.  
Our next breakfast is Sunday, February 21st.  Special thanks to Dale 
Niedzwiecki and family for hosting the Seminarian’s Dance this past 
month.  Thank you to all the Knights and Ladies who supported this 
event. 
 
   We hosted another family movie night on Friday, January 15th.  
Thanks to everyone who worked to make this event a success.  The 
next scheduled family movie night, featuring “Mulan” is on Friday, 
February 26th. 
 
   On the 31st of January, our Council held a corporate communion to 
celebrate the presence of the Icon of the Holy Family at St. Lawrence 
Church.  Thank you to everyone who participated and especially the 
color corps. 
 
   I’d like to encourage our Council to support the State K of C raffle 
this year.  Everyone should have received tickets; please consider 
buying two and selling two. 
 
   Our annual St. Patrick’s Party is on Saturday, March 12th.  Please 
contact our chairman, Joe Lograsso, for tickets and table 
reservations. 
 
   Lastly, please mark your calendars for our Palm Sunday Tootsie 
Roll Drive for people with intellectual disabilities:  Friday – Sunday, 
March 18th-20th.  We need everyone’s help to make this year’s drive  
 

 

a success.  Please consult our calendar for more events and 
activities. 
 
   As we begin Lent, I wish you and your families another blessed 
season.  As a means to grow together in faith, please consider 
participating in the Family Faith Challenge (see article for further 
details).  Please pray for our Holy Father’s prayer intentions for 
February. 
 

• Universal Care for Creation:  That we may take good 
care of creation-a gift freely given-cultivating and 
protecting it for future generations. 

• Evangelization: - Asia:  That opportunities may 
increase for dialogue and encounter between the 
Christian faith and the peoples of Asia. 

 
Fraternally, 
 
Jason Meyers, Grand Knight 
 (586) 580-1882 
jason.meyers@uticakofc.com 
 

KNIGHT OF THE MONTH 
 
   For the month of February we are honoring Fr. Steven Mateja.  
Fr. Steve was ordained to the Priesthood of Jesus Christ on May 
26, 2012, at Blessed Sacrament Cathedral in Detroit.  The first 
parish that he worked at was Our Lady of Good Counsel from 2012 
until 2015.  In July of 2015 he was assigned to St. Lawrence 
Church. 
 
   He joined the Knights of Columbus in 2004 at All Saints Council in 
Taylor.  
  
   Fr. Steve Loves sports.  He says that he loves to watch U of M 
(Go Blue), the Lions and the Tigers.  Most of his time is consumed 
with prayers, reading and serving the people of God which is the 
greatest of all gifts. 
 
   Congratulations Fr. Steve on being chosen Knight of the month 
for February by your Brother Knights. 
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ST. LAWRENCE COUNCIL 

KNIGHT LIFE 
St. Lawrence Council 2950 

44425 Utica Road; Utica, Michigan 48317 
Council Website:  http://www.uticakofc.com 

MEETINGS - 2nd and last Thursday of each month 
 

OFFICERS 
 

Chaplain………………………………........……Father Roman Pasieczny  
District Deputy…………..………………….…………..………David Kuptz 
Grand Knight……...……………………………….………Jason A. Meyers 
Deputy Grand Knight……...………………………….………..Steve Salter 
Warden……………………..…………………………………..John Ternes 
Chancellor…………………..…………………...………….…….Harry Kuk 
Trustee………….….....…David Uykanski, Joe Lograsso, Kim Wiegand 
Recorder……………………………………………..……….Kevin Manning 
Treasurer………………………………………..……………..Don Heydens 
Advocate………………………...………...…………….…….Tom Brennan 
Financial Secretary…………………………..…………….Paul Burmeister 
Lecturer…………………………………………………………....Bob Walz 
Inside Guard………………………………..…………….………Paul Cone 
Outside Guard…………..………………..…Joe Manuszak, Tom Mueller 
 

DIRECTORS 
Program Director……………………………………….……..Joe Lograsso 
Membership Director…………………………………………..Jim Bokshan 
Church Activities Director…………………..…………Maurice Van Hevel 
Council Activities Director……………………..…………...Joe Manuszak 
Youth Activities Director…………………………..…...…….Joe Lograsso 
Family Life Director……………………………………………….Paul Cone 
Community Activities Director………………………………Francis Elwart 
 

CHAIRMAN 
Knight Life Editor……………………………….…………Larry Nardecchia 
Degree Master……………………………………….………..Don Heydens 
Mentally Impaired Chairman……..….George Wiegand, Paul Burmeister 
Vocations Chairman…………………..………….……...Dale Niedzwiecki 
Boysville Chairman…………………………………...……Warren Sawdon 
Eyes for the Needy……………………………..………Maurice Van Hevel 
Pro-Life……………………………………………….…..Chris Gill (Sharon) 
Picnic Grounds……………………………………..……..Dale Niedzwiecki 
Retentions…………………………………….……..…………….Ray Keller 
Hall Manager………………………………………..………….. Phil Kupser 
Club Room…………………………………………………..Ken Grunewald 
Club Room Phone……………………………………….….(586) 739-9063 
 

ROSARY CHAIN 
Maurice Van Hevel………………………………………….(586) 739-2157 
Larry Shekoski…………………………………..………….(586) 731-3548 
 

INSURANCE REPRESENTATIVE 
Dale Jacks…………..………………………………………(586) 419-0276 

K OF C FACILITIES RENTAL INFORMATION 
 

Hall………………………..……………..…………………..(586) 739-9063 
Picnic Grounds…………..…………………………………(586) 739-9063 
 

State Website Line – www.mikofc.org 
Supreme Website Link – www.kofc.org 

 
 

 

 

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES FOR 
FEBRUARY THRU JUNE 

 
  February 3, 2016  – Knights Corp Meeting 7:30 pm.  (This  
  meeting is open to all members).  Attendance of Knights Corp 
  members is MANDATORY!   
  February 11, 2016 – Our first membership meeting of the month  
  at 8:00 pm in the Club Room.  
  February 14 – 15, 2016 – Casino Bus Trip.  Please see flyer 
  for details.  
  February 19, 2016 – Basketball Free Throw Competition. 
  February 21, 2016 -  Monthly breakfast for our Council from  
  8:30 am – Noon.  Please come out and support the council.     
  February 25, 2016 – Officer’s meeting, everyone welcome at 
  8:00 pm in the Club Room. 
. February 26, 2016 – Family Movie Night, Mulan, 6:30 pm, 
  K of C Hall, Dinner/Snacks.  Free will offering. 
  March 6, 2016 – Monthly breakfast for our Council from 
  8:30 am – Noon.  Please come out and support the council 
  March 12, 2016 – St. Patrick’s Day Party.  See article for details. 
  March 18 – 20, 2016 – MI Tootsie Roll Drive Palm Sunday     
  Weekend.     
  April 3, 2016 – Monthly breakfast for our council from 8:30am –  
  Noon.  Please come out and support the council. 
  April 6, 7, 8, and 9, 2016 – Texas Hold’em. 
  April 15, 2016 – Family Movie Night, Up, 6:30 pm K of C Hall, 
  Diner/Snacks, Free will offering. 
  May 8, 2016 – Monthly breakfast for our Council from 8:30 am – 
  Noon.  Take all those special Moms out to breakfast at the 
  Council. 
  May 14, 2016 – Recycling Drive for used computer equipment.  
  June 19, 2016 – Monthly breakfast at our council from 8:30 am – 
  Noon.  This is a great opportunity to take Dad out to breakfast 
  for Father’s Day.                        
    
  Fraternally, 
 
  Joe Manuszak 
  Council Activities Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
           Career Opportunity 
 
       The Knights of Columbus is seeking a Field Agent for a 
       career opportunity representing their insurance  program. 
       They offer a complete benefits package with this full-time 
       position.  In order to qualify, one must be eligible for  
       membership in the Knights of Columbus.  For more 
       iInformation, please contact, Don M. Wesley FICF, General 
       Agent, at (888) 393-7539, or don.wesley@kofc.org 
 
 
 



   
 
     
              

  
    MOVIE NIGHT 
 

Friday, February 26, 2015 
 

Featuring 
 

Mulan 

 

 

                           
 

 

   The St. Lawrence Knights of Columbus is pleased to announce 
“Mulan” as the next movie that will be shown at the K of C Hall, in 
conjunction with the national K of C focus on Building the Domestic 
Church!  Each movie contains a family theme that is pertinent in 
today’s culture. 
 
   Doors open at 6:30 pm.  There is no cost to this although free will 
offerings will be accepted.  This showing includes a free dinner, chips, 
snacks, fun activities and of course the movie.  Please make 
reservations no later than February 24, 2016 by emailing Joe 
Lograsso at lograsso@comcast.net and providing how many 
spots you will need. 
 
NPLC Licensed 
 
Joe Lograsso 
 

                        

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 
   We would like to wish all those people who are celebrating birthdays 
and/or anniversaries during the month of February a Happy Birthday 
or a Happy Anniversary. 
 

                      
 
 
               
        
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS “BENEFITS NEWS” 

   APRIL 15 – TAX DAY – Is right around the corner.  It’s become 
popular this time of year to encourage the opening of an IRA or 
similar retirement annuity, or the depositing of additional funds into 
an existing account, as a tax savings vehicle.  A secondary 
approach is to tout the rate of interest that money in one of these 
accounts can earn.  Let me join the chorus of folks encouraging you  
to open or add funds to an annuity, but for a different reason. 
 
   Certainly, contributing money to a Knights of Columbus annuity 
will allow you to save some money on your income tax return.  And 
our annuities do pay a very competitive interest rate, consistent with 
our primary goal of absolute safety of principal.  Opening or adding 
to an annuity for these reasons, however, strikes me as taking a 
short-term view of a product that is designed to provide long-term 
security.  How much security?  How does a retirement income 
that you cannot outlive – guaranteed – sound to you? 
 
   Here at the Knights of Columbus, you can open a retirement 
annuity for as little as $300.  Consistent and disciplined savings 
placed into that annuity over time can guarantee you an income at 
retirement that you cannot outlive.  That guarantee – along with the 
fact that no one has ever lost money left in a Knights of Columbus 
annuity (remember – absolute safety of principal), really will 
provide you with peace of mind. 
 
   I am happy to meet with you – at your convenience and in your 
home – to explain in detail the benefits of opening a Knights of 
Columbus annuity, along with the benefits of our top-rated life 
insurance and long term care insurance plans. 
 
   As you ponder all the things that may not work out as you 
proceed toward retirement, think about one thing you can do to help 
yourself – opening a Knights of Columbus annuity.  It’s reasonably 
priced ($300 to start), guaranteed, and controlled by someone you 
trust – you! 
                        

*Receive a complete Family Needs Analysis at my expense 
 

Ask about our GUARANTEED LIFE INSURANCE, ANNUITIES, 
LONG-TERM CARE & DISABILITY INSURANCE   

 
        

         
 



 

  

 
FAMILY OF THE MONTH  
 
   For the month of February we are honoring Dale and Karen 
Niedzwiecki.  They have been married for 33 years and have lived on 
Ogden in Sterling Heights for 29 years.  Their children are:  Amanda 
and Chris Boyer, Steven and Nicole, Dustin, Amy and Rebecca.  Their 
grandchildren are:  Ben who is seven years old, Caleb, who is five, 
Olivia who is four, Landon who is two and one due in June. 
 
   The family belongs to St. Lawrence Catholic Church. 
 
   .Dale is employed with Messina Trucking and has worked there for 33 
years. 
 
   He joined the St. Lawrence Knights of Columbus in 1979 and he has 
held the offices of District Warden, Deputy Grand Knight, Vocation 
Chairman, Secretary on the Building Corporation, Lector, Warden, 
Guard and Picnic Grounds Manager.  Chairmanships held include the 
Hayride, St. Pat’s Party and the Seminarian Dance.    
   
   In their spare time they enjoy going fishing, hunting, going to their 
cottage and hanging out together. 
 
  Congratulations Dale and Karen for being chosen February Family of 
the Month by your Brother Knights 
 

 

 
 
 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARTY 
 

Saturday, March 12, 2016 
6:30 pm – 12:00 am 

 
At the Knights Banquet Hall 

 
Music by Mainstream Drive 

 
Dinner+Drinks+Desserts+Music 

Raffle Prizes+Door Prizes +50/50 
 

Cocktails at 6:30 pm 
Open Bar All Night 
Dinner at 7:30 pm 

Dinner includes Corned Beef and Cabbage, Irish Stew and all 
the fixings 

 
Cost - $35.00 per Person 

                       

 
 

 
ST. LAWRENCE K OF C VOCATION UPDATE 
 
   “Thank You” to everyone who attended the “Leo C. Niedzwiecki 
Memorial Seminarian Benefit Dance” and who supported the raffle.  
A great time was had by all!  A profit of $8,000 was realized from the 
dance, raffles and $100 Club Members. 
 
   A special thanks goes to Weingartz and Utica Antiques Market for 
sponsoring the raffle and another Thank You to Fr. Steve and the 
many Seminarians who attended the dance. 
 
   The following are the $100 Club Members .  Thank You Once 
Again!!! 
 
Ray and Marie Weingartz; Tim Murphy; Kim and Theresa Wiegand; 
Dustin Niedzwiecki; Clem and Doris Kraemer; Dave Utykanski; 
Benjamin and Teresa Harrison; Jim Ososkie; Bernie and Ann Pelc; 
Richard Grobel; Darrel and Sharon Niedzwiecki; Salvatore B. 
Simone; Jim and Lou Bokshan; Ken and Karen Zapczynski; Tom 
and Sandy Barg; Richard and Veronica Wancour; Allan and Diane 
Mulka; Dan and Kris Weingartz; Amanda and Chris Boyer; Dick 
Duncan; Colleen and Larry Muraszewski; Mary and Jim Sharp; 
Rebecca Niedzwiecki; State Rep. Ken Goike; Steven and Nicole 
Niedzwiecki; Amy Niedzwiecki;  
 
In Memory of: 
 Dennis McGivinnity by Ray and Meg Lope 
 Fr. John E. Nader by Joe and Laura Lograsso 
 Janet Richey by Joseph ‘Donato 
 Leonard P. Wygocki by Alex Wygocki 
 Stanley and Stella Witulski by the Witulski Family 
 Sienkowski and Martin Parents by Leonard and Connie 
  Sienkowski 
 Anthony Coluzzi by Alexander Coluzzi 
 Dorothy Fortin by Thomas Fortin 
 Rose Marie Wagner by Harlan Wagner 
 Karen and Dale’s Parents by Dale and Karen Niedzwiecki 
 Edwin and Betty Jarocha by the Kaiser’s 
 Anthony Randazzo by Grace and Robert Meldrum 
 Barbara Duncan by Dick Duncan 
 
The winners from the Raffle Were: 
 
1st place    Snow blower  “The Caruso Family” 
2nd place    $200    Bill Shultz 
3rd place    $100    Ken Stanczak 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dale Niedzwiecki 
Vocations Chairman 
 

 
 
 
 



 

  

 

OUR SICK MEMBERS 
 
   Our prayers are required for the Brother Knights and family 
members who are sick and recovering:  

 Lillian Sparks 
 Louie Jonas     
Megan Singer     
Beverly Bebee     
Jim Langeveld                                      
Stan Singer    
Debbie Redding  
Terry Donovan 
 Ann Marie Badke 
 Mary Anne Campbell 
 Nikki Davies 
Teresa Winkler 
 Ron Wiegand 
Eva Wiegand 
Tom Brennan 
Fr. Tom Sutherland 
Paul Cone 
Mike Adams 
Barbara Zientek 
Mike Hoste 
Renee Jones 
Joyce Maylock 
Don Heydens Jr. 
Jane Van Hevel 
Jack Peake 
Dianna Manning 
Madeline Scheff 
Marion Lelito 
Jeff Lonskey 
MaryLu DeFauw. 

 
   Also please remember in your prayers our deceased members 
and their families:   
 
   If you know of anyone who should be on the list please call us at 
(586) 078-0579 or email us at:  lanardecchia@prodigy.net.  Any 
names that are underlined will come off the list next month unless 
we hear from you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY FAITH CHALLENGE 
 

 
 

February 8 to May 13, 2015 
 

   I am about to introduce to you the most creative way to grow closer 
to God and your family!  This activity is known as the Family Faith 
Challenge. 
 
   The Family Faith Challenge consists of forty different Catholic 
activities.  Your goal is to complete as many challenges as you can in 
the given time frame.  Every five challenges you complete will earn 
you a raffle ticket.  That raffle ticket will be placed into a drawing.  You 
can win as many as eight raffle tickets. 
 
   You may ask yourself, why would I want to do the Family Faith 
Challenge anyway?  Well, for starters it’s an excellent way to enrich 
your faith with God.  Also, it’s a great way to draw closer to your 
family.  Best of all, we won’t take a single penny out of your pocket!  
Therefore, you get to enrich your faith and win prizes with no fee!  Yes 
there are prizes included in the raffle.  You could win up to a $200 gift 
card, as well as a $150, $100, $50 or $25 gift card.  Plus, however 
much money you win, an equal amount will be donated to the 
Vocations Scholarship fund, in your name.  Lastly, you have from 
February 8th until May 13, 2016, to complete your challenges and 
return your log sheet to your teachers or the Knights of Columbus Hall 
or contact me. 
 
   You can find all the details and your log sheet at 
http://uticakofc.com/familyfaith  Remember, the more challenges you 
complete the more raffle tickets you can earn which leaves you with a 
better chance of winning.  Also, the prizes will be given away on 
Sunday, May 15, 2016 (Pentecost Sunday).  The Family Faith 
Challenge is a great opportunity to try something new and spend 
more time with your family.  If you have any questions please contact 
Angelina Donato at joe@donatolandscape.com 
 
Thank you and May God bless! 
 
Angelina Donato 

          



 

  

 



  

  



  

 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY – DECEMBER 20, 2015



 

 

 

 

 


